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Khutba on the Importance of Islamic Inheritance Law
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Brothers and sisters in faith,

The topic of inheritance in Islam is not merely a matter of worldly affairs, but a
fundamental part of our religion that touches upon justice, family harmony, and our
ultimate accountability before Allah J\xis4ilsss, The laws of inheritance are divinely
ordained, outlined with precision in the Quran and Sunnah, and their observance is a
clear obligation upon every Muslim.

Allah x5 s4ilsi says in the Quran in surah Nisa ayah 11:
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“Allah commands you regarding your children: for the male, a share equal to that of two
females."

This verse, and those that follow it, establish the fixed shares for heirs, demonstrating
the wisdom of Allah i s 4l in ensuring that wealth is distributed justly among family
members. The Prophet Muhammad alws 4le &) L further clarified these rulings, and the
scholars of Islam have meticulously recorded every detail so that no ambiguity remains.
There are several reasons why inheritance is so importantin Islam.

First, the law of inheritance in Islam is a manifestation of divine justice. It ensures that
every entitled relative, male and female, receives their rightful share. Before Islam,
women and certain relatives were often deprived of inheritance, but Islam restored their
dignity and rights. The Quranic injunctions explicitly mention that both men and women
have a share in what is left behind by parents and relatives. This is a clear departure
from the injustices of pre-Islamic societies and even some modern practices that favour
certain individuals over others.

Second, Islamic inheritance law is designed to break the concentration of wealth and
prevent its accumulation in the hands of a few. By distributing the estate among many
heirs, Islam promotes social equity and ensures that wealth circulates within the
community, fulfilling the command of Allah x5 4lssuto act as trustees over His
provision. This system also consolidates the family unit, which is the foundation of a
healthy and harmonious society.



Third, the law of inheritance is a test of our obedience to Allah (x5 4ilass, Allah 4ilas
iy says in the Quran in surah Nisa ayah no. 13 regarding inheritance laws:
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“These are the limits (set by) Allah, and whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger will
be admitted to gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise), to abide therein, and that
will be the great success”

Allah =35 4ilsus continues in ayah 14:
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“And whosoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, and transgresses His limits, He will
cast him into the Fire, to abide therein; and he shall have a disgraceful torment.”

This is a powerful warning. To neglect or alter the shares prescribed by Allah (Al 5 4ilaos
is to invite His displeasure and severe consequences in this life and the hereafter. The
Prophet alu s ale & s said,
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“Allah has given everyone who is entitled his rights, so there is ho Will concerning the
heir.” Sunan Abi Dawood (Hadith 2870)

This means that we cannot use bequests to deprive rightful heirs of their shares or to
favour some over others.

Neglecting the distribution of inheritance according to Shariah leads to numerous
harms. Socially, it causes disputes, hatred, and division within families, often resulting
in long-standing feuds and broken relationships. Economically, it can lead to the
wrongful transfer of wealth to those who are not entitled, or to the loss of property
altogether. Religiously, it is a major sin to deprive a rightful heir or to delay the
distribution unjustly. The Prophet alu s4ide &l Lawarned that such actions are
tantamount to disobedience to Allah and His Messenger.He alu s 4le 4l Ll said:
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"Whoever flees (denies) the inheritance due to his heir, Allah will sever his inheritance in
Paradise on the Day of Resurrection." Sunan Ibn Majah, hadith 2703

Moreover, the law of inheritance is not subject to our personal opinions or desires. Allah
S sadlsas in His infinite wisdom, has determined the shares based on what is truly just
and beneficial for all.

Brothers and sisters, let us remember that we are merely trustees of the wealth we
possess. Our duty is to ensure that it is distributed according to the commands of Allah
i gaillass not according to our whims or favouritism. By adhering to the laws of



inheritance, we fulfil a sacred trust, preserve family harmony, and secure our reward in
the hereafter.

May Allah s 4lsws grant us the understanding and the courage to uphold His laws in
every aspect of our lives, especially in matters of inheritance.
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